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The Immanuel Chimes 
  May 2020 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Mission of the North American Lutheran Church 

5955 South Elm Avenue 
Fresno, (Easton) California  93706 

 Church (559) 237-7909  
E-mail: immanueleaston@sbcglobal.net, 

johnsaethre47@gmail.com, jaywood66@yahoo.com     
Read this newsletter online at 

www.immanueleaston.com 

 MAY SCHEDULE UNTIL WE CAN MEET 
We have Online  Worship at  

immanueleaston.com & Facebook 
 Fellowship all day on Sunday by calling a friend. 

 

Ministry Staff  2020 
Interim Pastor:  Rev.  John Saethre 

Council President:  Fred Cogan 
Vice President: Marcia Hollenbeck 
Council Secretary: Allyson Kahn 
Financial Secretary: Pat Griffin 

Treasurer: Laura Nielsen 
Trustees: Noah Cisneros  Jim Hansen, Karl Nielsen 
Deacons: Carol Bennett, Gina Cogan, John Jensen,     

Barbara Petersen, Cindy Tews 
Women’s Ministry President:  Victoria Salwasser 

Youth Director/ Sunday School: Jacob Wood 
Office Secretary/Chimes Editor:  Victoria Salwasser 

 



 

 

Pastor’s Page 
 

  THE TIME FOR PRAYER IS NOW! 
 

Many of you remember the series Mash on television.  The setting was 
placed near the front lines during the Korean War.   The make-shift tent 
city was the first-line medical facility for wounded soldiers.  Periodically, 
the doctors and nurses would be alerted of a helicopter arriving with the 
wounded.  Hawkeye and the other key players would rush out to meet the 
helicopter.  In one scene, Father Mulcahy, the base chaplain, is seen in 
the background saying in his high-pitched, wimpy voice, “Can I come, 
too?”  Hawkeye answers: “You just stay back and pray.”  Father Mulcahy 
says, “That's all I ever get to do!” 
 

We Christians know that prayer is the most important thing we do – it's 
not just an afterthought.  We believe there is power in prayer, and we are 
commanded to do it. 
 

What would be more important than getting on our knees and pray for our 
families, our nation and our world during this terrible pandemic?  I chal-
lenge each of you to dust off your Prayer Conference packets and refresh 
your memories in what we learned during that time with Bjorn Pedersen.  
In one session he referred to Oswald Chambers who said, “Prayer does 
not equip us for greater works; prayer is the greater work.”   
 

Take time to reacquaint yourself with Intercessory Prayer.  One of the 
clearest places in the Bible where intercession is discussed is Ezekiel 
22:30 – I looked for a man among them who would build up the wall and 
stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land so I would not have to 
destroy it, but I found none.  Intercessory prayer is standing in the gap 
for others.   
 

What better time for us to intercede in prayer than now.  We used to look 
back in our history during the Great Depression and saw black and white 
pictures of long bread lines.  Who would have thought we'd see long lines 
of people waiting for food in these days?  People are shaken at their foun-
dations and realize some things are out of their control.  In fact, we know 
that God is in control, but many in this world don't know that. 
 

The Bible says, Behold, now is the day of salvation.   2 Corinthians 6:2. 
We are looking at one of the greatest opportunities for the message of sal-
vation to reach an unbelieving world.  Intercede on behalf of those 
searching for answers.  Intercede for those on the front lines in fighting 
the coronavirus.  Stand in the gap for those who are sheltered in place, 
especially our elderly. 

 

 

Step back for just a minute and look around 
and truly see the good people that surround us. 
They were always there. They are just a lot 
more visible now. God bless them all.  
 
I know that these are very hard times for us all. 
Financially, emotionally and psychologically. 
We are so used to the crush of people all 
around us. We are so used to instant access to everything. Right now, if 
it’s at all possible for you, enjoy the things around you that were a blur 
before. Stop and smell the roses, all of them! Spend time talking to God 
and then listening to him.  
  
I’d just like to suggest that you prepare a little for the future. A future that 
those of us who have lost a spouse or a child know. There is no old normal 
there will only be a new reality. That new reality may include constant 
hand washing, wearing a face mask in crowds and distancing when possi-
ble. Hopefully the new reality brings about a lasting appreciation for those 
who see we are supplied. And a more equitable compensation for their ef-
forts.  
 
I have no fear because I have faith. Faith that says whether I’m here with 
you or there with Him, He is God and He has me in his hand. Faith doesn’t 
mean I cross the intersection without looking! Wash your hands, cover 
your face, keep your distance. Together we’ll meet in our new reality 
when this pandemic has abated.  
 
Be safe and know that I love you. 
John.  
 

May Day Celebration 2020 

has been canceled this year.  

Maybe we can try to dance 

around in our own backyard and 

remember how much fun  

Washington Union May Day 

Celebrations are!  

The Easton Lions Club plans to resume the 

May Day Celebration in 2021. 



 

 

Journey 
Coronavirus take 2.  
 
Yes, we are still talking about it. Or should I say that it seems to be all 
we are talking about. As the pit seemingly gets deeper and wider I’m 
seeing some things that are interesting to me. One of my goals here, for 
you, but maybe more for me, is to try to be positive. With that in mind 
I’ll start with the things that kind of disappoint me and then quickly 
move to those things I really appreciate. 
 
The people who are ignoring all the precautions we have been told not 
to ignore. Face masks, hand washing, distancing and isolation. Maybe 
we could have been skeptical in the beginning when we were told these 
things would help. But now, even if you don’t follow the news minute 
by minute, we are seeing that in those places where these things are 
strictly adhered to, it is working. Flattening the curve as it were. Another 
disappointment that seems to be lessening is hoarding. I don’t even 
know what to say about that. And I won’t even mention those who 
would seek to profit from our situation. I guess I just did. 
 
But I have seen some things also that I find very refreshing and inspir-
ing. By far and foremost are those on the front lines. Doctors, nurses, 
hospital staff, police, firemen, etc., how great are these people who liter-
ally lay down their lives every day? How about supply chain workers? 
Truck drivers, delivery drivers, grocery store employees, pharmacist and 
their employees. People working in restaurants doing takeout orders. 
Those employers who are continuing to pay employees while their busi-
nesses are shut down. Landlords who excuse rent payments. The farm 
labor personnel who continue to harvest the crops for our grocery 
shelves. Church office secretaries who keep our churches connected. I 
know there are many more who are emerging as those we truly depend 
on. They have earned the utmost respect of those who have clear eyes. 
Then there are those who have seen a need and answered the call. Those 
sewing masks at home. Those who have converted their businesses into 
protective equipment manufacturing. Those who are making sure our 
kids are still receiving their school lunches. The cafeteria workers. 
Teachers who have had to learn a whole new way of teaching. Students 
who have had to learn a new way of learning. Parents who have had to 
just learn. The celebrities who have donated large sums of money to 
help supply the needs of their fans. The pastors and youth ministers who 
have had to learn new ways to shepherd their flocks. Those elected offi-
cials who have chosen to put their constituents above their political am-
bitions. I respect those people.  
 

 

 

 
Dust off those Prayer Conference packets, especially Lesson 3: “Lord, 
Teach Us to Pray for Others.”  In the meantime, I miss all of you and look 
forward to the day when we can all gather for 
worship at Immanuel.  What a great day that 
will be! 
 
Stay healthy – Be safe – Be faithful in prayer.  
God is with us, Immanuel! 
 
Pastor John 
 

 

 

Call Committee Continues  

To Interview Pastors 
 
I am happy to report that the Call Committee has been busy over the past 
several weeks evaluating potential Pastors to lead Immanuel into its next 
chapter. Your Call Committee has been reading Pastor profiles, listening to 
online sermons, and then discussing and 
evaluating each candidate over Zoom 
online communication. We are all learn-
ing Zoom and it has proved to be a very 
useful tool during this difficult time 
of sheltering in place due to Covid 19.   
 
With the help of Zoom technology, 
Covid 19 has not slowed down this Call 
Committee. This past week, we conduct-
ed initial interviews via Zoom commu-
nications. It was a great day of getting to 
know Pastors who are interested in an 
Immanuel Lutheran Church Call. Your 
Call Committee will hold a second inter-
view session in mid May. Please keep 
the Call Process in your prayers and 
pray for discernment for your Call Com-
mittee and your future Pastor.  
 
Blessings, 
Call Committee Chair 

The Cross on Easter Sunday!  Thank you 
to Mike Nielsen, Ericka Gardner, and 
Florence Johnston for the beautiful dis-
play.  It took a team working separately!   



 

 

Immanuel News Notes 
 

Happy Birthday to:  VELIA MIRANDA on her 85th birthday, May 14th; 
HOWARD NIELSEN on his 85th birthday, May 22nd; VERNA MAE 
KOSLAN on her 88th birthday, May 23rd; LOIS RASMUSSEN  on her 
90th birthday, May 25th.  Celebrations are tricky during the shelter in place 
times, please phone a friend or send a card on their birthday!  Happy belat-
ed birthday to Marilyn Nielsen on her 82nd birthday on April 23rd.   
 
NURSERY CLEAN-UP!  Thank you to ALLYSON NIELSEN and her 
mother, PEGGY BLANEY for sanding, priming and painting our nursery 
while we are on shelter in place.  The freshly well lit  painted nursery  will 
be ready when the little ones come back to church!   
 
SANCTUARY ALL CLEAN AND FRESH  the Sanctuary has the been 
cleaned and freshened for a homecoming.  The carpets and pew cushions 
have been steam cleaned, the lights cleaned and all lights are repaired.  The 
air filters will be changed and the air conditioners will be serviced next 
week.  We hope to see you all BACK IN THE PEWS SOON! 
 
FLORENCE JOHNSTON’S MOVED IN AT PAINTBRUSH!  Florence 
will be living at Paintbrush, her new address is:   
 

Paintbrush 
Florence Johnston Room #218 

4356 W. Ashlan 
Fresno, CA  93722 

 
ONLINE GIVING TO IMMANUEL established just in time for the pan-
demic that keeps us all worshiping at home.  You may continue your giv-
ing as an option on our website.  If you would like to contribute to Imman-
uel to help us pay our bills but you don’t like to mail cash or checks you 
can log on to ImmanuelEaston.com and click the Donate option it’s on top 
to the left.  It’s simple to follow the links to donate.  We are charged for 
this luxury of not processing cash or checks.   You may opt to pay the fees 
or not.  There will be an email receipt sent directly to your email.  You may 
also use the drop down bar to donate to a designated fund rather than the 
GENERAL FUND.  If you have any questions please call Victoria at the 
church office:  237-7909.   
 
DAILY DEVOTIONALS ARE IN AND CAN BE MAILED TO YOU! 
Please call the church office and request a ‘Portals of Prayer’ or the new 
‘Daily Bread’ Daily Devotionals.  Victoria will mail you a devotional or 
you can stop by the church and pick one up under the Gold Bulletin Board.   
 

 

 

Prayer Focus Each Week 
 
5-4-2020: 
Let’s focus on living a life of joy. Psalms 90:14 NIV. 
“Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, that we may sing for 
joy and be glad all our days”. 
 
5-11-2020:  
Let’s focus on the faith that was passed onto us by our mothers, grand-
mothers and the other women who have nurtured us. 2 Timothy 1:5 NIV. 
“I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grand-
mother Lois and in your mother Eunice and I am persuaded now lives in 
you also”. 
 
5–18-2020: 
Let’s focus on continuing to meet together even when we have to use 
other ways to do that. Hebrews 10:24,25 NIV. 
“And now let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit 
of doing, but encouraging one another - and all the more as you see the 
Day approaching”. 
 
5-25-2020: 
Let’s focus on those who have served on our behalf. 1 Timothy 3:13 
NIV. “Those who have served well, gain an excellent standing and great 
assurance in their faith in Christ Jesus”. 

Prayers of the Church 
 

Members and their families serving in the military: Kobe Bell, Joey 
Brewer, Henry Clark, Michael Hansen, Caleb Hathaway, Scott Linger, Matt 
Ward, & Matthew Tigchelaar. 
 

Those unable to travel about:  
Olga Hansen, Elsie Hoff, Marilyn Iversen Art & Marian Olesen, Phyllis Pe-
tersen, and Howard Nielsen. 
 

Those in need of healing: Bobby Bell, Sandy Br itter , Luanne Byrd, 
Daniel DiPietro, Shirley Keller-Firestone, Pat Griffin, Pastor Gary Gould, 
Jenny Lee Hodges, Marguerite Johnson, Florence Johnston, Darel Mehrten, 
Glenn & Marilyn Nielsen, Isaac Orozco Sr., Fil Navaro, Eva Orum, Chuck 
Phillips, Sr., Virginia Pilegard, Timm Trickett, & Joe Wozniczka. 
 

 

Continue to Pray for our Call Process: For  our  Inter im Pastors and the 
Call Committee as well as the new Pastor the Lord will send to Immanuel.   



 

 

Immanuel’s Library!  
If you’re one of those people “sheltering 

at home” but can get to church for a few 

minutes, don’t forget that we have a li-

brary stocked with great books and 

DVD’s for you and your kids or grand-

kids to enjoy while you’re home!  

Victoria will let you in if you do not 

have a key, and please avail yourselves 

of any materials we have.  Stay well 

(mentally, spiritually, and physically), and I hope to see you soon!       

Carol Bennetts 

Immanuel Women’s Ministry 

Immanuel  Women’s ministry will be meeting on Zoom and brainstorming 

about ways to keep in touch through this pandemic and, if needed,  all 

summer.  We usually have monthly gatherings for women which always 

include devotional time, a nice meal and something fun or enrichment for 

our busy lives during the hot summers.  This year  is a bit different.   We 

would love your input on ideas for summer events and devotions.  Please 

call anyone of the women listed in your church directory on page 24 under 

the Women’s Coordination Committee.  Do you have family members at-

tending other churches in other areas that are doing events that seem inter-

esting and or even crazy?  We just might like to try one?  Please give us a 

call and share your ideas.  

For now we are under the shelter-in-place recommendation and will not 

gather as a group until the county of Fresno, lifts the shelter-in-place or-

der. We can continue to pray for each other and the other Women’s Or-

ganizations that are non-profits and have lost their ability to fund-raise.  

Organizations like the Lighthouse, New Life for Girls, and the Pregnancy 

Care Center are all non-profits not funded by the government.  Please keep 

them in your prayers.   

Healthy blessings to all of you, stay safe and keep reading your Bibles.   

Victoria Salwasser 

 

 

Wedding Announcement 
On April 25th at 11:00AM  Christian Jensen married his true love, Karen 
Reed in God’s house at Immanuel. 
The very small ceremony included 
Pastor John and just the very imme-
diate family  attending.  Through all 
the joy and excitement of their en-
gagement this is not what they had  
planned.  This is what God had 
planned.   They canceled their big 
wedding plans and followed their 
heart while keeping everyone safe.   
 
Laurel and Victoria were discussing 
how we as a church would be able 
to celebrate with them and came up 
with the idea of  a drive-by  show-
er.  These dr ive-by celebrations are   
very popular during this pandemic.  We would like to invite you all to 
come and drive by the front of the church to share with them  in their 
new life as husband and wife. Ordinarily we would love to have everyone 
in the social hall for a wonderful meal and a few games and we would 
shower the beautiful bride & groom with gifts to establish a new house-
hold together as husband and wife.  Again that is not what God had 
planned.  Karen and Christian are blessed to have all their household 
needs already.  If you would like to bless them with a gift you may find 
their registry at Zola.com and search for Karen Reed & Christian Jensen. 
If you aren’t an online person you might want to give them a monetary 
gift or a Home Depot gift card with a prayer, or your favorite Bible Verse 
or advise on married life.  Christian & Karen and a few helpers will be 
gathered in front of the church, between 10:00-11:00AM on Saturday, 
May 16th,  plan to drive by and Victor ia & Laurel will hand you  
treats to enjoy in your safe shelter. This will be fun for  everyone alt-
hough it won’t be as fun as gathering for food and  fellowship in the so-
cial hall at  a  typical shower it’s the next best thing.  Please RSVP  by 
calling or texting  Victoria at 559-285-5181 or Laurel at 559-240-
8818 and let us know you are coming to the drive by shower!    

Everyone is invited to their drive by shower and 
greet the happy couple in front of our church from 

your car on  

May 16th from 10:00-11:00AM   

in front of Immanuel!   



 

 

Mask Makers 2020 
LAURA NIELSEN IS MAKING MASKS!  Laura’s ministry 
through this whole shelter in place time frame has been making 
reusable masks for every-
one who wants one.  
 
If you need one please 
call her at  888-6610.   
 
As of April 21st she has 
made and delivered 112 
masks, and assembled 50 
mask making kits for oth-
ers to sew.    
 
Laura saw a t-shirt that 
had  the front caption that read:   
“I became a mask maker because 
your life is worth my time”  This became her ministry!  She is 

driven to protect everyone she 
knows! 
 
ERICKA GARDNER  has also 
sewed many masks for her friends 
and family and supplied Dale 
Brisco Inc, and Pacific Boring 
with masks for their employees.   
 
If anyone needs a fabric mask 
please call these ladies.  If you 
would like to become a mask mak-
er yourself, they can also help you 
with patterns and simple instruc-
tions.  Don’t hesitate to call them 
for help.   
 
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE 
OUT THERE WHO IS DOING 
THEIR PART TO KEEP AMERI-
CA SAFE!   
 

Laura in her sewing place!  

Alex Gardner & Carly Johnson 
wearing masks that Ericka made  to 
work at Costco. 

 

 

Memorial Day 2019 
 

The Easton American Legion Post #55  has retired as the Veter-
ans are not able to continue the organization.  There will not be 
the Annual Memorial Day Service at the Washington Colony 
Cemetery on Memorial Day this year.  We look forward to 
helping with this service next year.  The cemetery is currently 
closed to visitors due to social distancing guidelines through 
Fresno County.  Let us not ever forget what our Veterans have 
done for our freedom.  Please bless the Veterans you know or 
their surviving spouses on Memorial Day with a phone call.   
God bless our Veterans.  



 

 

Sympathy Love and Prayers to the family 

of Tom Britter 
January 5, 1944-March 24, 2020 

 

Born in Vallejo into a military family,  his  younger years were 
spent  moving around the USA,   and also  living in Japan and 
France.      After several years at the Jesuit boarding school in France, 
Tom went to live  on his granddad's farm in East Biggs, CA.   Among oth-
er farm chores, he milked cows every day, and bottle fed the baby goats 
which they kept in a pen in the living room. 
 

During his high school years, Tom  played football, basketball, baseball, 
ran track, was in school plays, and played trombone in the band. He grad-
uated Biggs High in 1962. 
 

In 1965, Tom married his high school  sweetheart   Sandra Carol Branson 
of Chico.  They went to different high schools,  so sometimes he would 
tell people that "they met in a revolving  door and started going 
around."  Or sometimes   he would say  "she picked me up at a 
dance." (That is true) He also won her mother's  heart  with 
the  farm  fresh  eggs  and with butter he churned. 
 

Tom graduated Chico State  College  in  1967.  He farmed  almonds  in 
Fresno and taught 30 years in junior and senior high schools. The subjects 
were science, drafting, woodshop, and math.  He also coached junior  high 
basketball with a championship team. 
 

Tom enjoyed travel, visiting every state and 30 foreign countries,  but 
there  was no place like home. He loved his home, his family, and his 
church.  Survivors  include Sandy, his wife of 54 years;  sons Matt and 
David and their families  including 5 grandchildren;   many friends and 
relatives. 
 

Church services are pending.  Remembrances  may be made to the church 
Memorial Fund, Immanuel Lutheran Church, 5955 S.  Elm    Ave., Fresno, 
CA. 93706. 
 

To our Immanuel friends: 
 

Our grateful thanks to everyone for the many kindnesses  shown to me and 
to Tom in   these   last few   months.  Tom especially  enjoyed the  food 
and the visits.  A memorial  in church will be in the future.   The obituary 
above is posted on Yostandwebb.com. 
 
Thanks and blessings to you all,  Sandy Britter            

 

 

Linda Gutierrez Memorial 

Scholarship  
 

Katie Gutierrez Barry, Linda and Pete’s daughter,  and Gina Bustamante, 
Pete’s step-daughter, are reaching out to see if you’re interested in join-
ing them for an online BINGO GAME to raise money for Linda’s Schol-
arship at Fowler High School.   
 

You don’t have to play if you don’t want to. You can buy a card just to 
donate. They would like to see everyone if possible. They need at least 
35 people to donate for  it to be successful.  
 

The virtual game will be on May 2nd (via Zoom) at 3:30pm. The link 
below will take you to the website to register - $20 will get you 2 Bingo 
cards that you  print and can use for each game. Note:  Do no permanent-
ly mark on the cards, they will be used over again.  You will have a 
chance to win some really cool jewelry!  
 

Also - if you want to shop on the website that day you can use the code 
LGMemorial and half of the proceeds will go towards the scholar -
ship. Hope to see you on there! Look in the list for Gina Bustamonte as 
your ambassador at check out. Once you have paid you will receive an 
email confirming your registration,  receive a link for the zoom call and 
your two BINGO cards to print.   Registration will shut down at 1:30PM 
on Saturday, May 2nd.   
 

https://cbjewelryfaith.com/collections/blingo/products/blingo 
 

Immanuel’s Graduates 

There are three 8th grade students this year whose transitions from mid-
dle school to high school will be quite different due to the Pandemic.  

Jacob Caglia, will be go to Kingsburg High School,  Joseph Perez 

will go to Central Valley Christian, and Emilee Goff will go to Edison 
High.  They will be freshman next semester and ready for confirmation.   

Christian Johnson will graduate from Washington Union High School.  
Although their final year in middle school and high school is very differ-
ent than they expected they will never forget the changes that took place.  

Jennifer Perez will graduate from Fresno City College with an asso-
ciates degree in medical assistance on May 22nd  through a virtual grad-
uation ceremony.  Please keep these graduates in your prayers.   

https://cbjewelryfaith.com/collections/blingo/products/blingo


 

 

Ericka Gardner sharing  a children’s  message! 

Laurel playing our 
Beautiful Grand Piano 

Pastor John 
sharing the 
Good News 
on Palm 
Sunday!   

Jacob recording 
worship in a 
very  quiet  
Sanctuary. 

 

Joy Bratton Allyson & Rich Kahn and Pastor 
John  sing for us  recording Easter Sunday 
Worship. 

Adam, Austin and Joy Bratton 
sharing their musical gifts  for 
our online worship for April 
19th.   

Online  

Worship!  

Here we 

go! 

 

 

Thank You, Immanuel  
 

From the family of Florence Johnston,  
 

We would  like to show our appreciation to each of you who have prayed 
for Florence.  She has been diagnosed with cancer.  Surgery has been done 
to relieve some of the pain.  Radiation is taking place this week.  She may 
need chemo through medication.  She currently is living at the Paintbrush 
in  Fresno.   
 

All of your kindness and love have been expressed in a variety of ways.  
Dan and Judy Scarbury, cousins, have helped with transportation needs, 
overnight visits, cleaning up her home on Lincoln Avenue, etc.   Joy is not 
able to leave her residence to help with the needs of personal care, so 
phone contact has been her link.  As they are able, other family members 
are assisting with direct needs.   
 

Many of you at church have done things for Florence that she appreciates.  
Special thanks to Jon Marthedal, Jackie Caglia and Victoria Salwasser for 
their support and coordination involved with her pets. A special thanks to 
all from the church who have helped Florence with transportation to and 
from her doctor appointments.  Phil Musson has been helpful with her 
new living arrangements.  Florence has accepted her position with needing 
assisted living and seems to be adjusting to the change from her farm in 
Easton to the Paintbrush in Fresno.  Thank you all for your prayers, calls 
and cards to Florence as she transitions to her new home and recovers 
from surgery.   
 

Again, the love of God has been shown through your church in Easton.   
We pray that all of you are well and can continue your Grace.   
 

Dan, Judy, Joy, Mary, Gayle, Barbara, & Janice 
Family of Florence Johnston 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Florence Johnston has  called 
the church office to relay her 
thankfulness to  all of you for 
your continued prayers and 
support through her illness 
and transition.   
 

She is grateful for all the 
cards and phone calls she has received.  She appreciates everyone’s con-
cern and is looking forward to getting back out to church when this is all 
over.   



 

 

In Celebration of our members 
 

 

 

 Birthdays 
  1-Gary Gould 
 5-Mim Gould 
  Eva Orum 
7– Carol Cox 
 8-Connor Ellingson 
11-Kathi Mehrten 
  Elijah Cisneros 
14 -Velia Miranda 
17-Christie Pettitt 
22-Howard Nielsen 
23-Nick Bennetts 
   -Verna Koslan 
25-Lois Rasmussen 
26-Fran Hansen 
28-Joan Lindsey 
29-Bethany Gardner 
   

Wedding Anniversaries 
 1-Wayne & Eva Orum (38) 
 4– Richard & Allyson Kahn (35) 
 4-Dennis & Joan Wynn (18) 
 7-Ronald & Marie Salwasser (60) 
21-Aaron & Meghan Anderson (9) 
25-Jim & Fran Hansen (35) 

 

Baptismal Birthdays 
 1-Stanley Shamoon 
15-Jennifer Hartwig 
    -Elisa Werth 
 6-Christian Jensen 
 8-Cody Kagy 
 9-Alexandra Gardner 
15-Betty Jensen 
   -Debbie Goff 
   -Joseph Orozco 
   -Vincent Orozco 
16- Wayne Orum              
20-Shane Salwasser 
     -Audra Salwasser 
     -Victoria Salwasser 
22-Marilyn Nielsen 
24-Stacy Avedisian 
    - Kay Jensen 
31-Cody Caglia 

 

 

Worshipping a New Way on Sundays 
It all started on  Sunday, March 22nd: No church service at Immanuel.  This is 
all new to us church workers.  Sunday service is like our lifeline here.  We work 
for you to come and worship and praise our creator.  We thought maybe a few 
weeks we would worship in our own homes and stay protected from the corona 
virus.  In the time that we are apart with the help of a Jacob Wood and all that 
tech training he had gleaned from working at Fresno Pacific, we have managed 
to pull together worship experience online.  If you can’t go online, we will mail 
you a service bulletin and sermon.  Each week is a new challenge and as an 
online viewer of worship I know we appreciate our technology crew and musi-
cians and guest vocalists that patiently endure what looks to us watching as 
easy.  It’s not so easy and technical difficulties occur.  As always.   
 

Looks like it’s Easter Worship and beyond in our own homes.  No sunrise ser-
vice, no pancakes and sausage with our friends from other churches in our social 
hall.  No packed house at Immanuel followed by tons of cookies and treats dur-
ing fellowship time. (we can pack the 
house later)  The traditional part  was: the 
cross went up!  Thank you to Mike Niel-
sen who put the big cross up in front of 
the church,  thank you to Ericka Gardner 
who picked flowers from her yard and 
Florence Johnston’s home place and then 
came to the church to decorate the cross 
early on Easter morning.  The tradition 
continued, the reason to celebrate is still 
here! Christ has risen!  He is risen In-
deed!  
 

The different kind of Easter Celebration 
was thought provoking for me.  For all 
the traditions we miss  this Easter,  the 
celebration of Easter is still the best ever 
celebration we can have.  Christ still rose 
from the grave and we have every reason  
to celebrate that  forever.  It’s called 
Grace through Faith.  We know that by the Word of God.  We have so much 
more to be grateful for that the changes from the typical Easter celebration are 
just a small little sacrifice in the grand scheme of life living on this side of the 
cross in 2020.     
 

Whether you view online worship or enjoy a sent- to- you bulletin read-only 
worship,  remember to share your love of God through constant contact with 
friends and family via your telephone or letters.  I  know God has a plan for us 
and touches us all with this quiet time to celebrate the Easter season.   May God 
bless you all with joyful memories through this crazy corona virus pandemic in 
2020.  Stay safe and well. Special thanks to Randy McFlashPhoto McFarland 
for all the photos on the previous page.  This is what filming for the online wor-
ship looks like.     
I love and miss all of you,    
Victoria 



 

 THE MONTH OF MAY 2020
Sun Mon Tue 

 

The first Thursday of May is National Day of Prayer in the USA. All 

Americans regardless of their confession are called to turn to God in 

prayer and meditation on this day.  

 

 

3   

10:30 Worship online 

11:30 Fellowship time to call a few 

friends today!  

 

4  

12:30PM 

Community Food 

Distribution 

5 6

 

6:00

on Zoom

10 Mother’s Day 

10:30 Worship online 

11:30 Fellowship time to call a few 

friends today!  

Congregational Prayer for the 

Call Process 

11 

 

 

12 

 

13  

6:00

on Zoom

17  

10:30 Worship online 

11:30 Fellowship time to call a few 

friends today!  

 

18 

 

 

19 

 

 

7:00PM  Council 

Meeting 

20 11:00am Chimes 

Deadline

 

6:00

on Zoom

24 

10:30 Worship online 

11:30 Fellowship time to call a few 

friends today!  

 

 

25   26 27

 

 

6:00

on Zoom

31 
10:30 Worship online 

11:30 Fellowship time to call a few 

friends today!  

This month we are assuming that we won
change.  When Fresno County opens up we will be ready and we will invite you all to our 
beautiful church home for worship together.   

 THE MONTH OF MAY 2020 
Wed Thu Fri Sat 

is National Day of Prayer in the USA. All 

Americans regardless of their confession are called to turn to God in 

 

 

 

  
 

1 2 

 

 

6 

 

6:00-8:00PM  Youth 

on Zoom 

7 

 

National Day of Prayer 

  

8 

 

9 

13    

6:00-8:00PM  Youth 

on Zoom 

14 

 

 

15  

  

16 

Drive by Church 

Wedding Shower 

for Christian & 

Karen Jensen!   

10:00– 11:00AM   

20 11:00am Chimes 

Deadline 

 

6:00-8:00PM  Youth 

on Zoom 

21 22 23 

27 

 

 

6:00-8:00PM  Youth 

on Zoom 

28 29 30 

This month we are assuming that we won’t be worshipping together but that could very well 
change.  When Fresno County opens up we will be ready and we will invite you all to our 
beautiful church home for worship together.   


