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 Welcome to  
Immanuel Lutheran Church 

 

Proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ since 1888 
 

January 10, 2021 
 

 

                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5955 S Elm Ave. 

Easton (Fresno), CA. 93706 

Office: (559)237-7909 

Website: ImmanuelEaston.com 

Email:  immanueleaston@sbcglobal.net 

Pastor Taylor’s Cell:  803-767-5128 

Email:  ptmarie96@gmail.com 

_______________________________________ 

Sunday Schedule: 

Sunday School on Zoom at 9:00AM 

Online Worship 10:00AM 

Outdoor Worship 11:30AM 

Wednesdays 6:00-8:00pm via Zoom Refuge 

For Junior High & High School 

Call church office for contact information. 
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Welcome! Wherever you are on-line, we welcome you in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ!  

We are united as a people of God in worship as a Body of Christ, the Church.  We wish we 

could be together physically in our beautiful sanctuary, but the pandemic has forced us to be 

creative as our team has gone to great lengths to bring us together, technologically.  May God 

grant you safety and protection during these unprecedented times.  Please share our worship 

opportunities with your family and friends and those who don’t know the saving grace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

Order of Worship 
Prelude                                                                                                       Laurel Jacobsen                                                                                          
 

Ringing the Bells  Calling the community of Easton to worship 
 

Welcome                                               
 

Opening Prayer  
 

O God, on this day, by the leading of a star, you revealed your only-begotten Son to the 

nations. Mercifully grant that we, who know you by faith, may be brought to contemplate 

the beauty of your majesty; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 

Brief Order of Confession and Forgiveness  
 

Please Stand as you are able 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  
 

Pastor: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 

we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness.          

Silence for reflection  
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All: Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 

in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.  
 

Pastor: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

All: Amen 
 

Please be seated 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you! 

All: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray… 
 

Prayer of The Day 

God of Majesty, may your Spirit provoke us to follow your Son in all obedience 
and humility, growing in spiritual wisdom and maturity so that through us, all 
creation will come to know the praise of your glory; through Jesus Christ who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Reading of the Word   
 

The First Reading  Isaiah 60:1-6 

1Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

 2For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will 

arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 3Nations shall come to your light, 

 and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 4Lift up your eyes and look around; they all 

gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your 

daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms. 5Then you shall see and be radiant; your 

heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the 

wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the 
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young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring 

gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God 
 

Psalm 72: 1-15 

 1Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to a king's son. 2May he 

judge your people with righteousness, and your poor with justice. 3May the mountains 

yield prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness. 4May he defend the cause 

of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor. 

 5May he live while the sun endures, and as long as the moon, throughout all generations. 

 6May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water the earth. 

 7In his days may righteousness flourish and peace abound, until the moon is no more. 

 8May he have dominion from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

 9May his foes bow down before him, and his enemies lick the dust. 10May the kings of 

Tarshish and of the isles render him tribute, may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring 

gifts. 11May all kings fall down before him, all nations give him service. 12For he 

delivers the needy when they call, the poor and those who have no helper. 13He has pity 

on the weak and the needy, and saves the lives of the needy. 14From oppression and 

violence he redeems their life; and precious is their blood in his sight. 15Long may he 

live! May gold of Sheba be given to him. May prayer be made for him continually, 

 and blessings invoked for him all day long. 
 

The Second Reading  Ephesians 3:1-12 

1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles 

— 2for surely you have already heard of the commission of God's grace that was given 

me for you, 3and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote 

above in a few words, 4a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding 

of the mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this mystery was not made known to 

humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the 

Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and 

sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.7Of this gospel I have become a 

servant according to the gift of God's grace that was given me by the working of his 

power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring 
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to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make everyone see 

what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; 10so that 

through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to 

the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with the 

eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have 

access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God 

 

The Gospel   Matthew 2:1-12 
 

Reader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 2nd Chapter 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 

the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When 

King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling 

together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 

Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 

written by the prophet:  6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 

least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my 

people Israel.'"7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 

exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go 

and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I 

may also go and pay him homage." 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and 

there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 

place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 

mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, 

they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a 

dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord 

All: Praise to you, O Christ 
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The Children's Sermon  Pastor Taylor  
 

 Sermon “An Invitation in the Stars” Pastor Taylor  
 

Please stand as you are able for the confession of the Apostles Creed. 
 

Confession of Faith 
 

Leader:  Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed. 
 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead.  

On the third day He rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

Please be seated 
 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

All: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us share God’s peace with one another. 
 

Offerings may be delivered to the church via mail or drop off. Donations are 

accepted online at our website:  immanueleaston.com.  
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray.  Merciful Father, 
 

All: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – ourselves, our 

time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of 

him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Church 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For Yours is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Benediction 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  In the name of 

the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 

All: Amen!   

Please be seated.   

Announcements 
 

Dismissal 
P. Go in peace and serve the Lord! 

C.  Thanks be to God! (Sung) Amen, Amen, Amen! 

 

Postlude   Laurel Jacobsen 
Today’s service is reprinted by permission under our Church Copyright License through CCLI 

Sundays and Seasons v.20210104.0830 Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

Announcements & Opportunities to Serve 
 

Prayer Focus for the Week Focus on reading through the Bible in a year. 

Psalms 119:105 NIV. “Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.” 

  

Annual Reports for 2020 are due tomorrow. If you are part of an Immanuel ministry, please 

send your report to:  immanueleaston@sbcglobal.net.  
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Sunday School on Zoom is like Confirmation for Everyone!  Gather you kids and join us on 

Zoom from 9:00-10:00 on Sunday Mornings.  Call the church office if you have not received 

your Zoom link through email.   

 

Congregational Prayer Gathering on Zoom this Thursday at 7:00PM.  Pastor will send the 

link via email the day before.  This time together virtually is for prayer.  You may mute your 

mic and just listen or unmute your mic and offer up prayers as you feel led.  Please bless us with 

your presence through prayer.  If you aren’t able to join us on Zoom, please set aside some time 

this Thursday evening and pray for our church, community, county, state, country, and our world.   

 

The February Chimes Deadline will be January 20th.  If you would like something published 

in the Chimes, please email:  immanueleaston@sbcglobal.net or get it to the church office soon.   

 

Prayers of the church 
 

For Christ’s Church: Eternal God, we thank You for Your Church through which the gospel of 

Jesus Christ has been manifest in every age.  

 

Members and their families serving in the military: Erica Botello, Joey Brewer, Henry Clark, 

Michael Hansen, Caleb Hathaway, Scott Linger, Matt Ward, & Matthew Tigchelaar. 

 

Those unable to travel about: Olga Hansen, Marilyn Iversen, Art & Marian Olesen, Phyllis 

Petersen, & Howard Nielsen.   

 

Those in need of healing: Those in need of healing: Marilyn Bell, Sandy Britter, Luanne Byrd, 

Eli Cisneros, Gaye Cissel, Geoff Cooper, Pastor Gary Gould, Dennis Haugh, Al & Judy Hooper, 

Florence Johnston, Gil Nagel, Glenn & Marilyn Nielsen, Sr., Christie Pettitt, Chuck Phillips, Sr., 

Virginia Pilegard, Aslak Syse, Timm Trickett, Joe Wozniczka & Joni Zingarelli. 

 

Prayers of Praise and Thanks for the birth of Araxi Grace Newsom to Syd and Andrea Newsom 

on January 5, 2021.   

 

For people dealing with loneliness and depression caused by these pandemic precautions.  

For those battling the Coronavirus and the health care providers tending to those in need.   

 

mailto:immanueleaston@sbcglobal.net

