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Welcome to Immanuel 

Lutheran Church 
Immanuel means “God with us” (Matthew 1:23) 

 

Proclaiming the Good News of 

 Jesus Christ since 1888 
 

  September 24, 2023 
 

 

                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5955 S Elm Ave. 

Easton (Fresno), CA. 93706 

Office: (559)237-7909 

ImmanuelEaston.com 

office@immanueleaston.com 

Pastor Taylor Stempniak:  ptmarie96@gmail.com 

__________________________ 
 

Sunday Schedule: 

Sunday School 9:30am 

Worship 10:30am 

mailto:office@immanueleaston.com
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Welcome! Wherever you are; whether at home and on-line, or joining us in our 
beautiful sanctuary, we welcome you in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ!  We are 
united as a people of God in worship as a Body of Christ, the Church.  May God grant 
you safety and protection during these unprecedented times.  Immanuel follows the 
current Centers for Disease Control Guidelines during the pandemic and they 
recommend that wearing a mask at all indoor gatherings is optional.  Please share our 
worship opportunities with your family and friends and those who don’t know the 
saving grace of our Lord Jesus Christ!  
 

Immanuel is a member of the North American Lutheran Church whose Core 
Values are: Christ-Centered, Mission-Driven, Traditionally-Grounded, and 
Congregationally-Focused. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday and other special occasions of the 
church year.  If you have received instruction concerning the Lord’s Supper, you are 
welcome to receive this sacrament here.  If you would like to learn about either 
baptism or communion, please speak with the pastor following the service or check 
the box on the worship registration form to schedule an appointment.  Only non-
alcoholic wine is used in communion at Immanuel.   
 

Moms and Dads, we love children and we welcome children to worship with you and 
the whole congregation. If you so desire, we do have a nursery – the room with the 
large window next to the Library at the back of the sanctuary.  In there is a rocking 
chair, toys, as well as a speaker and large window so you can see and hear the service.  
Your kids may enjoy the activity bags on the rack at the back of the church. 
 

To learn more about Immanuel please be sure to fill out the worship registration 
slip on the back page of your bulletin and place it in the offering bag as you exit the 
sanctuary or fill out the guest registry located in the church entry. 
 

Restroom facilities are located in the church entry (the narthex).  When walking out 
of the sanctuary take a left and they are at the end of the short hallway.  
 

Join us outdoors immediately following our worship service where we can greet you 
more personally. 
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Order of Worship 
Prelude                                                                                    Laurel Jacobsen 
 

Ringing the Bell Calling the community of Easton to worship 
 

Welcome                                                              Deacons 
 

Brief Order of Confession and Forgiveness  
 

Please Stand as you are able 
 

Deacon: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
 

All: Amen.  
 

Deacon: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
 

All: Amen 
 

Deacon: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.          
 

Silence for reflection  
 

All:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and 

cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 



 

 

4 

 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.  
 

Deacon: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 

you, and for his sake God forgives you all your sins.  To those who believe 

in Jesus Christ he gives the power to become the children of God and 

bestows on them the Holy Spirit.  
 

Opening Hymn   “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 

Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, 

Tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 

Call for songs of loudest praise. 

While the hope of endless glory 

Fills my heart with joy and love, 

Teach me ever to adore thee; 

May I still thy goodness prove. 

 

Here I raise my Ebenezer: 

"Hither by thy help I've come"; 

And I hope, by thy good pleasure, 

Safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 

Wand'ring from the fold of God; 

He, to rescue me from danger, 

Interposed his precious blood. 
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Oh, to grace how great a debtor 

Daily I'm constrained to be; 

Let that grace now like a fetter 

Bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 

Prone to leave the God I love. 

Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it; 

Seal it for thy courts above. 
 

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt. Tune J.Wyeth, Printed and streamed with permission from One License copyright holder 

 

D:  The Lord be with you.  
 

C:  And also with you.   
 

Prayer of The Day 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity.  

Grant us the fullness of your grace, that, pursuing what you have promised, 

we may share your heavenly glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.    
 

Please be seated 
 

Reading of the Word                                                            
 

The First Reading                                                              Ezekiel 34:11-16a 
 

“ ‘For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my 

sheep and look after them. As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock 

when he is with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue them from 

all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness. I 

will bring them out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and 

I will bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of 

Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in the land. I will tend them in 
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a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. 

There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a 

rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will tend my sheep and have 

them lie down, declares the Sovereign LORD. I will search for the lost and 

bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak,"                                                      
 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord 
 

All: Thanks be to God 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord 
 

All: Thanks be to God 
 

Please stand for the reading of the Gospel 
 

The Gospel                                                                    John 10:11-15, 27-30                                                              
 

Deacon: The Holy Gospel, according to Saint John the tenth chapter. 
 

All: Glory to you, O Lord 
 

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep. The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he 

sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf 

attacks the flock and scatters it. The man runs away because he is a hired 

hand and cares nothing for the sheep. “I am the good shepherd; I know my 

sheep and my sheep know me– just as the Father knows me and I know the 

Father–and I lay down my life for the sheep. My sheep listen to my voice; I 

know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never 

perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given 

them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s 

hand. I and the Father are one.” 
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D: The Gospel of the Lord 
 

All: Praise to you, O Christ  
 

You may be seated. 
 

Psalm 23   Pastor David Abdo 

1 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

he leads me beside quiet waters, 

3 he restores my soul. 

He guides me in paths of righteousness 

for his name’s sake. 

4 Even though I walk 

through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil, 

for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, 

they comfort me. 

5 You prepare a table before me 

in the presence of my enemies. 

You anoint my head with oil; 

my cup overflows. 

6 Surely goodness and love will follow me 

all the days of my life, 

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD 

forever. 
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Homily           “The Twenty-Third Psalm”            Pastor David Abdo 
 

Please stand for the hymn of the day.  
 

Hymn of the Day        “Take My Life And Let It Be”   

Lutheran Book of Worship Page 406 
 

Take my life and let it be 

Consecrated Lord to Thee 

Take my moments and my days 

Let them flow in ceaseless praise 
 

Take my hands and let them move 

At the impulse of Thy love 

Take my feet and let them be 

Swift and beautiful for Thee 
 

Take my voice and let me sing 

Always only for my King 

Take my lips and let them be 

Filled with messages from Thee 
 

Take my silver and my gold 

Not a mite would I withhold 

Take my intellect and use 

Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose 
 

Take my will and make it Thine 

It shall be no longer mine 

Take my heart it is Thine own 

It shall be Thy royal throne 
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Take my love my Lord I pour 

At Thy feet its treasure store 

Take myself and I will be 

Ever only all for Thee 
 

CCLI Song # 576629 Frances Ridley Havergal | William Henry Havergal Words: Public Domain; Music: Public Domain For use 

solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1825563 
 

Confession of Faith 
 

Deacon:  Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed. 
 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived 

by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended to the dead.  On the third day He rose again.  He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Deacon: Peace be with you 
 

All: And also with you 
 

Deacon: Let us share God’s peace with one another. 

 

Please be seated 

 

 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
https://www.ccli.com/
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Offering 
 

Offerings may be placed in the plate as it is passes along with the worship 

registration slip from the back of the bulletin.  There is a QR Code printed 

on the back of the bulletin for those wishing to donate online through our 

website.  

 

Offertory Response       “Let The Vineyards Be Fruitful” 
Front section page 86 in Lutheran Book of Worship 

 
Augsburg Fortress copyright under Sundays and Seasons 
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Offertory Prayer 
 

Deacon:  Let us pray.  Merciful Father, 
 

All: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – 

ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 

Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Church 

Please repeat the names of those we pray for this week.   

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Deacon: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

ALL:  Amen 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Benediction   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on 

you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give 

you peace.  In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 

All: Amen!   
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Closing Hymn    “Seek Ye First The Kingdom of God” 

Verse 1 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God 

And His righteousness 

And all these things 

Shall be added unto you 

Allelu alleluia 

Verse 2 

Man shall not live by bread alone 

But by ev'ry word 

That proceeds 

From the mouth of God 

Allelu alleluia 

Verse 3 

Ask and it shall be given unto you 

Seek and ye shall find 

Knock and the door 

Shall be opened unto you 

Allelu alleluia 
 

CCLI Song # 1352 Karen Lafferty © 1972 CCCM Music; Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing For use solely with the 
SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1825563 

           

Dismissal 
P. Go in peace and serve the Lord! 
 

C.  Thanks be to God! Amen, Amen, Amen 
 

Postlude                                                                                  Laurel Jacobsen 
Today’s service is reprinted by permission under our Church Copyright License through CCLI 

Sundays and Seasons v.20210119.1257 Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

One License Copyright number 730424-A 
 

 

 

 

 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
https://www.ccli.com/
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 Announcements   
 

Prayer focus this week on working together in community, 

Caruthers Fair. 1 Corinthians 12:6 NIV. There are different kinds of 

working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.  

  

 Assistance is sometimes needed with the service on Sunday 

mornings.  If you like Facebook, computers and microphones please 

call the church office. Fellowship servers and altar flowers are needed 

next Sunday.  Sign-up sheets are on the gold bulletin board. The 

Volunteer board has lots of opportunities this month!  

 Women’s Tuesday Morning Bible Study resumes on Oct 3rd at 

10:00AM.  Rest up this Tuesday for corn shucking at 5:30PM at the 

fairgrounds.  

 Services for Diane Mehrten will be at Immanuel on Saturday, 

October 7th at 11:00am.   

 The November Chimes Deadline will be on Monday, October 23rd.  

Please submit your articles to the church office by 11:00am day.  

Thank you.  

 Would you like to help with Immanuel’s food booth at the 

Caruthers Fair?  If so, check out the sign up table after church 

today! 

 Save the Dates for Family Camp 2024:  June 7-14th at Logger’s 

Flat Group Campground near Hume Lake! 
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 Easton Community Men’s Bible Study meet in the Social Hall 

every Thursday morning at 6:00AM for breakfast and discussion 

about Bible verses.  Phil Tews invites all men to join them for 

breakfast!  Bring a friend.  

 Easton Community Water Meeting from 

6:30-8:00PM on Tuesday October 3rd in the 

Social Hall.  The meeting is hosted by Self Help 

Enterprises.  The goal for this meeting is to get a 

better understanding of what the people of 

Easton want from their water.  Everyone is 

invited to the meeting.   
 See the back page of the October Chimes for the entertainment 

schedule for the Caruthers Fair.   We hope all that are able can come 

support our booth and enjoy the entertainment at the fair.   

 “Thank You” cookie plating today after church.  Thank you for the 

“Thank you” cookies!  We will be plating the cookies in the social 

hall today after church.  If you would like to stay and help we would 

appreciate it.  We traditionally take JD Foods trays of fresh baked 

cookies as a thank you for donating the use of their refrigerated trailer 

to our church for our fair booth. 
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Prayers for the Church:  
 

For Christ’s Church: Eternal God, we 

thank You for Your Church through 

which the gospel of Jesus Christ has 

been manifest in every age.  
 

Members and their families serving in 

the military: Erica Botello, Canaan 

Campbell, Joey Brewer, Henry Clark, 

Ryan Freitas, Michael Hansen, Leah 

Linger, Connor Mannix, & Matthew 

Tigchelaar. 
 

Those unable to travel about: Gail 

Hansen, Paul Pedersen, & Kenneth 

Selzer, Bonnie Terkelsen. 
 

Those in need of pain relief & 

healing:  Carol Bennetts, Gordon 

Bennetts, Sandy Britter, Ed Bordin, 

Don Cathey, Gaye Cissel, Kristen 

Gibson, Ed Gomez, Pat Griffin, Jan 

Kersgaard, Kay Jensen, Paul Jones, 

Donna Kennedy, Darel Mehrten, 

Marie Meneses, Marcus Miranda, 

Iilean Nugent, Gloria Payne, Patti 

Price, Bob Reynolds, Rebecca 

Stempniak, Pastor Taylor Stempniak 

& Keitt Wilson. 
 

For those morning the loss of loved ones:   

The family of Diane Mehrten.  
 

For people dealing with loneliness and 

depression. For those battling the 

illness and the health care providers 

tending to those in need. 
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This Week at Immanuel 
 

Today:  

  9:30AM Christian Education in Grace Hall 

10:30AM Worship  

11:30AM Fellowship Time Outside 

Monday:   

7:00PM    NA meet in Grace Hall 

Tuesday 

  5:30PM Corn Shucking at the Fair Grounds 

Wednesday Caruthers Fair Food Booth 

12:25PM  FCA Lunch 

Thursday Caruthers Fair Food Booth 

  6:00AM Men’s Bible Study in Social Hall 

Friday Caruthers Fair Food Booth 

Saturday Caruthers Fair Food Booth 

Next Sunday:  

 9:30AM Christian Education in Grace Hall  

10:30AM Worship & Communion   

11:30AM Fellowship Time Outside 
 

Worship Assistants This Week: 
Ushers:  Randy McFarland, Mike Moser 

Greeters:  All of Immanuel  

Sound & Technology: Victoria, John, Allys   

Scripture Reader: Gina Cogan 

Fellowship Servers: ____________________ 

Council Lock Up for September: Gina Cogan 
 

Worship Assistants Next Week Oct. 1: 
 

Ushers:  Lee Terkelsen, Randy McFarland 

Greeters:  All of Immanuel  

Sound & Technology: Fred, Gina, Allys 

Scripture Reader: ___________________ 

Fellowship Servers: __________________ 

Altar Ware:  Deanna Dunbar & Kathi Mehrten 

Council Lock Up for October: Allys Kahn 
 

Sign up to volunteer for scripture reading, altar flowers 

and fellowship service on the blue bulletin board. 

 

 

 Scan our QR code for links 

to our website, 

subscription, and online 

giving! 

 


