
 

 

1 

 

Welcome to Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Immanuel means “God with us” (Matthew 1:23) 

 

Proclaiming the Good News of 

 Jesus Christ since 1888 
 

  February 4, 2024 
 

 

                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

5955 S Elm Ave. 

Easton (Fresno), CA. 93706 

Office: (559)237-7909 

ImmanuelEaston.com 

office@immanueleaston.com 

Pastor Taylor Stempniak:  ptmarie96@gmail.com 

__________________________ 
 

Sunday Schedule: 

Sunday School 9:30am 

Worship 10:30am 

mailto:office@immanueleaston.com
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Welcome! Wherever you are; whether at home and on-line, or joining us in our 
beautiful sanctuary, we welcome you in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ!  We are 
united as a people of God in worship as a Body of Christ, the Church.  May God grant 
you safety and protection during these unprecedented times.  Immanuel follows the 
current Centers for Disease Control Guidelines during the pandemic and they 
recommend that wearing a mask at all indoor gatherings is optional.  Please share our 
worship opportunities with your family and friends and those who don’t know the 
saving grace of our Lord Jesus Christ!  
 

Immanuel is a member of the North American Lutheran Church whose Core 
Values are: Christ-Centered, Mission-Driven, Traditionally-Grounded, and 
Congregationally-Focused. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday and other special occasions of the 
church year.  If you have received instruction concerning the Lord’s Supper, you are 
welcome to receive this sacrament here.  If you would like to learn about either 
baptism or communion, please speak with the pastor following the service or check 
the box on the worship registration form to schedule an appointment.  Only non-
alcoholic wine is used in communion at Immanuel.   
 

Moms and Dads, we love children and we welcome children to worship with you and 
the whole congregation. If you so desire, we do have a nursery – the room with the 
large window next to the Library at the back of the sanctuary.  In there is a rocking 
chair, toys, as well as a speaker and large window so you can see and hear the service.  
Your kids may enjoy the activity bags on the rack at the back of the church. 
 

To learn more about Immanuel please be sure to fill out the worship registration 
slip on the back page of your bulletin and place it in the offering bag as you exit the 
sanctuary or fill out the guest registry located in the church entry. 
 

Restroom facilities are located in the church entry (the narthex).  When walking out 
of the sanctuary take a left and they are at the end of the short hallway.  
 

Join us outdoors immediately following our worship service where we can greet you 
more personally. 
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Order of Worship 
Prelude                                                                                  Laurel Jacobsen 
 

Ringing the Bell and Welcome                               Pastor Taylor Stempniak 
 

Brief Order of Confession and Forgiveness (Matthew 28:19; 1 John 1:8-10) 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
 

All: Amen.  
 

Pastor: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
 

All: Amen 
 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.          
 

Silence for reflection  
 

All:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and 

cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.  
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Pastor: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for 

his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 

Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. 
 

Opening Hymn                    “Better Is One Day”                     Praise Band 
 

How lovely is Your dwelling place 

O Lord almighty 

For my soul longs and even faints for You 

For here my heart is satisfied 

Within Your presence 

I sing beneath the shadow of Your wings 
 

Better is one day in Your courts 

Better is one day in Your house 

Better is one day in Your courts 

Than thousands elsewhere 

(Than thousands elsewhere) 
 

One thing I ask and I would seek 

To see Your beauty 

To find You in the place 

Your glory dwells 
 

 One thing I ask and I would seek 

To see Your beauty 

To find You in the place 

Your glory dwells 
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Better is one day in Your courts 

Better is one day in Your house 

Better is one day in Your courts 

Than thousands elsewhere 
 

My heart and flesh cry out 

For You the living God 

Your Spirit's water to my soul 
 

I've tasted and I've seen 

Come once again to me 

I will draw near to You 

I will draw near to You to You 
 

Better is one day in Your courts 

Better is one day in Your house 

Better is one day in Your courts 

Than thousands elsewhere 

(Than thousands elsewhere) 
 

CCLI Song # 1097451 Matt Redman © 1995 Thankyou Music For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All 

rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1825563   
 

 

Apostolic Greeting (2 Corinthians 13:14) 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

All: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint. Make 

us agents of your healing and wholeness, that your good news may be made 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
https://www.ccli.com/
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known to the ends of your creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 
 

All: Amen. 

Please be seated.  
 

Reading of the Word                                                    
 

The First Reading                                                                  Isaiah 40:21-31 
 

21Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

  Has it not been told you from the beginning? 

  Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 

 22It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 

  and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 

 who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 

  and spreads them like a tent to live in; 

 23who brings princes to naught, 

  and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. 
 

 24Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 

  scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 

 when he blows upon them, and they wither, 

  and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 
 

 25To whom then will you compare me, 

  or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 

 26Lift up your eyes on high and see: 

  Who created these? 

 He who brings out their host and numbers them, 

  calling them all by name; 

 because he is great in strength, 
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  mighty in power, 

  not one is missing. 
 

 27Why do you say, O Jacob, 

  and speak, O Israel, 

 “My way is hidden from the LORD, 

  and my right is disregarded by my God”? 

 28Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

 The LORD is the everlasting God, 

  the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

 He does not faint or grow weary; 

  his understanding is unsearchable. 

 29He gives power to the faint, 

  and strengthens the powerless. 

 30Even youths will faint and be weary, 

  and the young will fall exhausted; 

 31but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, 

  they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

 they shall run and not be weary, 

  they shall walk and not faint. 
 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord 
 

All: Thanks be to God 
 

The Responsive Readings                                              Psalm 147:1-11, 20 

 

Please read responsively the bold print verses. 
 

1Praise the LORD!  How good it is to sing praises to our God; for he is 

gracious, and a song of praise is fitting. 
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2The LORD builds up Jerusalem; he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 

3He heals the brokenhearted, and binds up their wounds.   

4He determines the number of the stars;  he gives to all of them their 

names. 

5Great is our LORD, and abundant in power; his understanding is beyond 

measure. 

6The LORD lifts up the downtrodden; he casts the wicked to the 

ground. 

7Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; make melody to our God on the lyre. 

8He covers the heavens with clouds,  prepares rain for the earth, makes 

grass grow on the hills. 

9He gives to the animals their food, and to the young ravens when they cry. 

10His delight is not in the strength of the horse, nor his pleasure in the 

speed of a runner; 

11but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, in those who hope in 

his steadfast love. 

20He has not dealt thus with any other nation; they do not know his 

ordinances. Praise the LORD! 
 

The Second Reading                                              1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
 

16If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an 

obligation is laid on me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the 

Gospel! 17For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward; but if not of my 

own will, I am entrusted with a commission. 18What then is my reward? 

Just this: that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so 

as not to make full use of my rights in the gospel. 19For though I am free 

with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I might win 
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more of them. 20To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To 

those under the law I became as one under the law (though I myself am not 

under the law) so that I might win those under the law. 21To those outside 

the law I became as one outside the law (though I am not free from God’s 

law but am under Christ’s law) so that I might win those outside the 

law. 22To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have 

become all things to all people, that I might by all means save some. 23I do 

it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings.                                    
 

Reader: The word of the Lord 
 

All: Thanks be to God 
 

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel 
 

The Gospel                                                                                Mark 1:29-39        
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel, according to Saint Mark the first chapter. 
 

All: Glory to you, O Lord 

29As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they entered the 

house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 30Now Simon’s mother-

in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at once. 31He 

came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and 

she began to serve them. 32That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all 

who were sick or possessed with demons. 33And the whole city was 

gathered around the door. 34And he cured many who were sick with various 

diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to 

speak, because they knew him. 35In the morning, while it was still very 

dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed. 36And 

Simon and his companions hunted for him. 37When they found him, they 

said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” 38He answered, “Let us go on 

to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for 
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that is what I came out to do.” 39And he went throughout Galilee, 

proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons. 

P: The Gospel of the Lord 
 

All: Praise to you, O Christ  

You may be seated.  
 

The Children's Message  Pastor Taylor Stempniak 
 

Children are invited up to the altar with Pastor Taylor. 
 

Homily                                             Pastor Taylor Stempniak 
 

Please stand as you are able for the hymn of the day.  
 

Hymn of the Day      “You Who Dwell in the Shelter of the Lord”  
 

You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, 

Who abide in his shadow for life, 

Say to the Lord: “My refuge, 

My rock in whom I trust!” 

Refrain 

And he will raise you up on eagle’s wings, 

Bear you on the breath of dawn, 

Make you to shine like the sun, 

And hold you in the palm of his hand. 
 

The snare of the fowler will never capture you,  

And famine will bring you no fear: 

Under his wings your refuge,  

His faithfulness your shield.  

Refrain 
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You need not fear the terror of the night, 

Nor the arrow that flies by day; 

Though thousands fall about you,  

Near you it shall not come. 

 Refrain  
For to his angels he’s given a command  

To guard you in all of your ways; 

Upon their hands they will bear you up,  

Lest you dash your foot against a stone. 
 

Text adapted from Psalm 91 Text music copyright 1979, New Dawn Music All Rights Reserved 

Used with permission from One License.  
 

Confession of Faith 
 

Pastor:  Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed. 
 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 

the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended to the dead.  On the third day He rose again.  He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Sharing of the Peace (John 20:19-21) 
 

Pastor: Peace be with you 
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All: And also with you 
 

Pastor: Let us share God’s peace with one another. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Offering 
 

Offerings may be placed in the plate as it is passes along with the worship 

registration slip from the back of the bulletin.  There is a QR Code printed on 

the back of the bulletin for those wishing to donate online through our website.  
 

Offertory Response       
 

“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray.  Merciful Father, 
 

All: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – 

ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 

Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Church 
 

Please repeat the names of those we pray for this week.   
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Holy Communion 
Communion this morning will be served at the altar. Immanuel Lutheran 

Church invites all believers in Christ to come forward with the direction of 

the ushers. The Pastor will invite you to kneel as you are able at the rail, 

communion will be served by placing the bread, the body of Christ, in your 

hand, and pouring the blood of Christ, the wine in the cup.  Clean cups are 

upside down on the rail.  Please leave your used communion cup right side 

up on the rail as you are blessed and leave.  Please take as much time at the 

altar as you need for prayer and reflection.  Immanuel only serves non-

alcoholic wine during communion. 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you 
 

All: And also with you 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts 
 

All: We lift them to the Lord 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
 

All: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Communion Preface (2 Timothy 4:22, Colossians 3:1, Psalm 136) 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.  

Sharing our life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our 

darkness should give way to his own brilliant light.  And so, with the Church 

on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn:   
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Sanctus (Isaiah 6:3, Matthew 21:9)  

Lutheran Book of Worship front section page 89 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might:   

Heaven and Earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   

Hosanna in the highest 
 

Words of Institution  
 

(1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20) 
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciple, saying: Take and eat; 

this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, 

after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: this cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 

Pastor:  Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  In mercy for our fallen 

world you gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not 

perish, but have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you 

have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  
 

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord 

with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper.   
 

All:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4) 
 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2026.26-28
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2014.22-24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2022.19-20
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All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Communion Distribution  
The Pastor will invite you to kneel as you are able at the rail, communion will be 

served by placing the bread the body of Christ, in your hand, and pouring the 

blood of Christ, the wine in the cup.  Clean cups are upside down on the rail.  

Please leave your used communion cup right side up on the rail as you are blessed 

and leave. 
 

Communion Hymn            “Lamb of God” (John 1:29) 
Page 92 in the front section of Lutheran Book of Worship.  

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 

Post Communion Blessing 
 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace.   
 

ALL:  Amen 
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Post Communion Canticle  

“Thank the Lord” 
 

Thank the Lord and sing his praise;  

Tell everyone what he has done. 

Let everyone who seeks the Lord  

Rejoice and proudly bear his name. 

He recalls his promises and  

Leads his people forth in joy 

With shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Pastor: Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills 

of those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 
 

All: Amen 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Benediction (Numbers 6:24-26) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on 

you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give 

you peace.  In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 

All: Amen!   
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Closing Hymn                      “Step By Step”                              Praise Band 
 

O God You are my God 

And I will ever praise You 

O God You are my God 

And I will ever praise You 

I will seek You in the morning 

And I will learn to walk in Your ways 

And step by step You'll lead me 

              And I will follow You all of my days    Repeat 
 

CCLI Song # 696994 David (Beaker) Strasser © 1991 Kid Brothers Of St. Frank Publishing; Universal Music - Brentwood Benson 

Publishing For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1825563 
 

Dismissal (Matthew 5:16, Philippians 2:4, Romans 12:1, John 12:26, Matthew 28:16-20)   
 

P. Go in peace and serve the Lord! 
 

All:  Thanks be to God! Amen, Amen, Amen 
 

Postlude                                                                                  Laurel Jacobsen 
Today’s service is reprinted by permission under our Church Copyright License through CCLI 

Sundays and Seasons v.20210119.1257 Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

One License Copyright number 730424-A 
 

Announcements 
 

The Flowers on the altar this morning are presented by Allys & Rich Kahn 

for glory and honor to God and in memory of Rich’s brother Leo.   
 

Prayer focus this week on God’s love for us. John 3:16 NIV. For God do loved 

the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believed in him shall 

not perish but have eternal life. 
 

Women’s Bible Study begins their study on the book of Exodus at 9:00AM 

this Tuesday in the church library.  

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
https://www.ccli.com/
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The 2024 Church directory will be printed this week.  If you have 

changed your number or do not use one of your phone numbers or 

emails that are listed in the 2023 Directory, please call or email the 

church office tomorrow!  Thank you.   
 

Thank you to our 13 blood donors last week!  The next Russ Dunbar 

Memorial Blood Drive will be on Palm Sunday, March 24th from 9:00-

12:00PM.  Please sign up just for record, on the Gold Bulletin board if you 

plan to donate.  No appointments are necessary.  Come when you can and be 

sure to eat a healthy breakfast and drink lots of water the day before and that 

day of donation.   
 

The 2024 Church Council will be installed during worship next Sunday. 
 

SIGN UP TODAY!  On February 29th everyone is invited for the 

congregational Birthday Dinner to celebrate our Pastor’s 7th actual on 

the day birthday!  The party will start at 6:00PM in our Social Hall.  Please 

see Mark Salwasser for more information.   

 

The next Fellowship Luncheon will be on Thursday, February 22nd at 

noon in the Social Hall.   Sign up today and invite your friends to join us for 

nice meal.   
 

Next Sunday will be Congregational Prayer time after worship service in 

the sanctuary.  Join us for a time set aside for the prayers of our people. 
 

Ummata will be on March 3rd after church.  Lunch will be served and 

inter-generational service projects will be completed.  Immanuel Ummata 

t-shirts are $15.00 this year with a family cap of $50.00.  See your 

February Chimes for more information and keep checking your bulletins as 

new information becomes available.  Sign-ups for t-shirts and project 

preparations are needed by next Sunday.   
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Prayers for the Church:  
 

For Christ’s Church: Eternal God, we 

thank You for Your Church through 

which the gospel of Jesus Christ has 

been manifest in every age.  
 

Members and their families serving in 

the military: Erica Botello, Canaan 

Campbell, Joey Brewer, Henry Clark, 

Ryan Freitas, Michael Hansen, Leah 

Linger, Connor Mannix, & Matthew 

Tigchelaar. 
 

Those unable to travel about: Gail 

Hansen, Paul Pedersen, & Kenneth 

Selzer, Bonnie Terkelsen. 
 

Those in need of pain relief & 

healing: Bobbie Beshears, Fred 

Bologna, Sandy Britter, Ed Bordin, 

Gaye Cissel, Steve Fletcher, Amanda 

Garcia, Kristen Gibson, Ed Gomez, 

Pat Griffin, Josh Hammers, Jim 

Hansen, Jan Kersgaard, Paul Jones, 

Donna Kennedy, Carol Martin, 

Marcus Miranda, Joann Ortega, 

Gloria Payne, Larry Pickens, Patti 

Price, Bob Reynolds, Pastor Amy 

Schifren, Rebecca Stempniak, & Keitt 

Wilson. 
 

For those morning the loss of loved ones:  

The family of Irene Day.  
 

For people dealing with loneliness and 

depression. For those battling the 

illness and the health care providers 

tending to those in need. 
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This Week at Immanuel 
 

Today:  

  9:30AM Sunday School for all ages 

10:30AM Worship & Communion  

11:30AM Fellowship Time Outside 
 

Monday:   

7:00PM   NA meet in Grace Hall 
 

Tuesday 

9:00AM Women’s Bible Study in library.  
 

Wednesday 

12:25PM FCA Lunch 
 

Thursday 

  6:00AM Men’s Bible Study in Social Hall 
 

Next Sunday:  

9:30AM Sunday School in Grace Hall  

10:30AM Worship  

11:30AM Fellowship Time Outside 

11:45AM Congregational Prayer Time 
 

Worship Assistants This Week: 
Ushers:  Lee Terkelsen, Randy McFarland 

Greeters:  All of Immanuel  

Sound & Technology:   

Scripture Reader: Alex Gardner 

Fellowship Servers: Brad, Ericka, Alex  & Emme 

Altar Ware: Jim, Fran & Amy Hansen 

Council Lock Up for February: Mike Moser 
 

Worship Assistants Next Week: 
 

Ushers:  Lee Terkelsen, Randy McFarland 

Greeters:  All of Immanuel  

Sound & Technology: ,  

Scripture Reader:_____________________ 

Fellowship Servers: ___________________ 
 

 

 Scan our QR code for links 

to our website, 

subscription, and online 

giving! 

 


